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that the Gaj Diversion Works should be raised, strengthened and
extended. This work is now in hand. The allied problems of water-
logging and drainage in the areas affected continued to receive
attention. The investigation into these questions is yielding useful
results and it should not be long before satisfactory solutions are
found,

A notable event in the sphere of irrigation was the opening of
the Cauvery Mettur scheme on the 21st of August 1934. The project
was sanctioned in 1925 for Us. 737 lakhs and is intended both to
improve the existing supplies for the Cauvery delta irrigation of
over a million acres and to extend irrigation to a new area of 301,000
acres. It is expected to yield a net revenue of over Rs. 50 lakhs
annually. In addition to irrigation, the scheme will enable a consi-
derable amount of hydro-electrical energy to be generated for indus-
trial purposes. This latter project is likely to be completed by April
1938 and to give a substantial return.

Apart from the numerous irrigation schemes in actual operation,
quite a number were under construction in the various provinces
during the year. Among these may be mentioned the Nira Canals
in the Bombay Presidency. The Nira Right Bank Canal scheme is
one of the largest of its kind in India, the Lloyd Dam connected
with it being designed to impound over 24,000 million cubic feet of
water. The scheme is expected to be completed In 1936-37. Another
important work under construction was the Damodar Canal in Bengal.
Even in its unfinished condition, this canal saved crops worth about
Rs. 60 lakhs from destruction during the year. In the United Pro-
vinces considerable progress was made with the State tube-well
/scheme, 109 wells in the Meerut district and 46 in the Moradabad
district being completed and brought into use.

As in the case of agriculture and industry, research forms a
most important part of Government's activities in the sphere of
irrigation. Co-ordination between the provinces engaged in irriga-
tion research was maintained under the aegis of the Central Board
of Irrigation through its Research Committee. This Board was con-
stituted in its present form in 1930, since when annual meetings
have been held for the discussion of technical and professional ques-
tions of all-India importance in irrigation. The Board maintains an
office in Simla with a permanent Secretary, who is also Librarian